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Putting off 
dental care 
because of cost 
can backfire. 


Page 1D 


Tuesday, December 12, 2017 
$1.50 


Thunder 


Hornets sting 


OKC did not securea 
Wat home, losing to 
Charlotte, 116-103. 
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Testimony begins to clarify 


Health Department situation 


Legislators Ryan Martinez, Donnie Condit, and Tom Gann listen Monday to Interim State Health Commissioner Preston Doerflinger as he responds 
to questions about the department during an inquiry at the state Capitol. [PHOTO BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


House inquiry one of several investigations underway 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


Top state budget officials 
said Monday they only became 
aware in late October of the 
problems that led to a $30 mil- 
lion shortfall at the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health. 

There were hints in the weeks 
leading up to a meeting with 
agency staff, according to tes- 
timony given to the House 
Special Investigation Commit- 
tee. For example, the depart- 
ment announced furloughs in 
September and a month later, 
notified the Office of Manage- 
ment and Enterprise Services of 
plans to lay off employees. 

Office of Management and 
Enterprise Services Interim 
Director Denise Northrup said 
the layoff notification, paired 
with a request to waive the 
usual 18-month health benefits 
severance package, raised a red 
flag because the agency sup- 
posedly had a balanced budget. 

It wasn't until Oct. 27 that 
the Office of Management and 
Enterprise Services met with 
state Health Department offi- 
cials about the situation. 

"It was at that meeting 


Rep. Josh Cockroft questions Interim State Health Commissioner Pres- 
ton Doerflinger about the department Monday. 


ONLINE 


Go to Oklahoman.com to watch a video about the 
state House of Representatives inquiry into financial 


mismanagement at the state Health Department. 


we discovered the problem 
was much more significant," 
Northrup said. 

The Health Department's 


chief financial officer was at the 

meeting and described how far 

the agency was in the hole. 
Preston Doerflinger, interim 


commissioner of the state 
Health Department, testified 
Monday morning. Gov. Mary 
Fallin's Chief of Staff Chris 
Benge answered questions that 
afternoon. There could be more 
meetings of the House com- 
mittee, but none are expected 
Tuesday. 

They were originally sub- 
poenaed to testify and produce 
documents, but the committee 
withdrew the subpoenas after 
the officials agreed to volun- 
tarily appear. 

The House committee is just 
one avenue of inquiry. Both the 
attorney general's office and 
the state auditor are digging 
into the agency. A state grand 
jury has already begun con- 
ducting interviews that could 
result in criminal charges. 

As news of the agency's situ- 
ation broke, Health Commis- 
sioner Terry Cline and his chief 
deputy Julie Cox-Kain resigned 
their positions. Doerflinger was 
appointed to take Cline's place. 

Doerflinger's comments 
shed some light on the allega- 
tions leveled at the state Health 
Department and former offi- 
cials, particularly how "mission 


SEE TESTIMONY, 2A 


Police ID man fatally shot by OKC police officer 


BY ROBERT MEDLEY 
Staff Writer 
rmediley@oklahoman.com 


Oklahoma City police 
released the name of a man 
fatally shot by an officer Sun- 
day night, as well as the name 
of the officer who shot him. 

Kyle Anthony Mihecoby, 28, 
was shot and killed by officer 
Bethany Sears after Mihecoby 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Loving God, be present in Your 

goodness to those in danger or 
facing other adversities. Amen. 


tried to take her gun, police 
Capt. Bo Mathews said. 

Sears, who has been a police 
officer for two years, was 
checking on Mihecoby, who 
was lying in the grass beside 
the street in the 4700 block of 
SE 59 about 6:20 p.m. Sunday. 
Mihecoby became combat- 
ive, according to a police news 
release, and Sears tried to use 
pepper spray and a Taser to 
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control Mihecoby, who then 
tried to take her firearm, police 
report. 

Sears struggled with him and 
then shot Mihecoby, who was 
pronounced dead at the scene 
by emergency medical work- 
ers. 

Police said Sears was taken 
to a hospital where she was 
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Kirk Humphreys 


Ex-mayor 

apologizes 
for LGBTQ 
comments 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


Pressure mounted Mon- 
day on former Oklahoma City 
Mayor Kirk Humphreys to 
resign as vice chairman of the 
University of Oklahoma Board 
of Regents following his con- 
troversial remarks on a Sunday 
morning talk show. 

Humphreys was criticized by 
gay rights leaders and others 
who accused him of compar- 
ing homosexuals to pedophiles 
during an exchange with state 
Rep. Emily Virgin, D-Norman, 
on KFOR's "Flash Point." 

The two and moderator 
Kevin Ogle were discussing 
sexual harassment and the 
recent resignations of several 
politicians when Humphreys 
brought up Barney Frank, sug- 
gesting Virgin was defending 
theopenly gay former U.S. rep- 
resentative. He also mentioned 
Ralph Shortey, a disgraced for- 
mer state senator who pleaded 
guilty to child sex trafficking 
after he was found in a motel 
room with a 17-year-old boy. 

Humphreys: "Is homosexual- 
ity right or wrong? It's not rela- 
tive. There's a right and wrong, 
you just said it. So it's either 
right or wrong. If it's OK then 
it's OK for everybody. Quite 
frankly, it's OK for men to sleep 
with little boys, if it's OK." 

During another exchange, 
Humphreys said: "All I'm say- 
ing is there's a right and a 
wrong." 


SEE REMARKS, 2A 


CLINTON 


Man faces 
charge in 
officer’s 
shooting 


BY ROBERT MEDLEY 
Staff Writer 
rmedley@oklahoman.com 


CLINTON — A Clinton police 
officer who was wounded 
when a man opened fire dur- 
ing a traffic stop last week was 
recovering at home Monday, 
Clinton Police Chief David 
Crabtree said. 

The man accused of shooting 
the officer has been charged 
with shooting with intent to 
kill. 
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